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Our Mission...
SRSD engages students in 
learning experiences that 

develop literate, innovative and 
socially responsible citizens.

We Believe That...
Children must feel valued.

Children will learn.
Children’s learning  
needs must be met.

We Value...
Honesty
Empathy
Respect

Students at École St. Adolphe School are planting the 
seeds for healthy eating habits. 

The Kindergarten, Grade 1 and 2 students are learning 
about plants and nutrition through Little Green Thumbs, 
a hands-on indoor gardening program.

Little Green Thumbs provides supplies and funding 
to create classroom gardens in four provinces, 
helping students learn about nutrition, environmental 
stewardship, sustainable food and community 
interdependence. The school got a special grow light to 
use in its winter greenhouse classroom as well as seeds, 
dirt and fertilizer, says Grade 1 French Immersion Teacher 
Lynn Gobeil, one of four teachers whose classes are 
participating. 

“The kids have been very involved since day one. They 
did the seeding, watering, and then the transplanting 
of the bean, cucumber, tomato, pepper, pea and lettuce 
plants,” Gobeil says. 

The program includes lessons from across the curriculum, 
Gobeil explains. Students used math to measure their 
plants, science when they learned about a plant’s life 
cycle, and even art, by drawing and painting vegetables 
that grow underground. They also learned English and 

French vocabulary when they wrote about how their 
plants grow and change. 

Students in Grades 3, 6, 7 and 8 visit the classroom as 
“buddies” to help the younger students with activities 
such as measuring their plants.

“They love to see something that’s growing that they are 
a part of. They are so excited and very proud of it,” says 
Laurie Orbanski, Kindergarten / Grade 1/2 teacher. 

Let it grow, let it grow
 Grade 1 ESAS students (from left) Amanda, Allie, Jason and 
Carter (standing) check out their bean plants.

 Grade 1 SAS students Annika and Nolan dig in the dirt 
while learning about plants.
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Looking ahead
A message from Wendy Bloomfield 
Chair, Board of Trustees

The school year is coming to a close. But as your Board 
of Trustees, we are already looking ahead. 

Our vision and plans for education in our community 
was challenged this year in light of Manitoba’s new 
Education funding plan. Despite that, we were pleased 
to keep our school tax increase under three per cent 
for 2017. Our budget allows us to continue to provide 
superb education while hiring four and a half classroom 
teachers to meet growing enrolment. As well we have 
budgeted to fund additional Special Needs services 
if the province’s new Special Needs Funding Model is 
unable to do that.

Our budget helps us support our students’ success, 
and I’m always impressed when we look back at 
their accomplishments. For example, each spring we 
grant awards to students for their commitment to 
the arts (Creative Young Minds Awards) and to their 

communities (Student Citizenship Awards) that highlight 
the wonderful work students are doing all across the 
Division. Your Board of Trustees is proud to support 
these awards and their role in encouraging students to 
be involved with their communities and their schools. 

The students are the reason for everything we do, and 
we strive to meet our divisional priorities to them every 
day. The board is here for them, and for you. If you 
have any questions, please get in touch with your local 
trustee or myself. 

Board of Trustees
Ward 1 Ward 2 Ward 3

Wendy Bloomfield 
Chairperson
204-269-4270 
wbloomfield@srsd.ca

Jennifer Stefansson 
204-229-3932
jstefansson@srsd.ca

Ed Mantie
204-424-5433
emantie@srsd.ca

Gary Nelson 
204-736-2817
gnelson@srsd.ca 

Jessie Cahill
204-260-9304 
jcahill@srsd.ca

Theresa Bergson
204-793-5185 
tbergson@srsd.ca

Greg Reid
Vice Chair 
204-612-3114 
greid@srsd.ca

Christine Roskos
204-866-2240 
croskos@srsd.ca

Wes Keating
204-326-9863
wkeating@srsd.ca

Our Board Priorities
•	Expand evidence 

based decisions that 
support excellence 
and innovative 
practices focusing on 
literacy and numeracy

•	 Improve community 
engagement

•	Continue to support 
and strengthen all 
arts programs: visual, 
dance, music, drama

•	Enhance early 
childhood education

Creating opportunities
A message from  
Michael Borgfjord, Superintendent

It’s that time of year again – time to wrap up another 
school year, reflect on the last 10 months, and look 
forward to September. 

In this issue of Via the Seine, our report to the 
community, we highlight some of the many 
accomplishments our students, staff and Board of 
Trustees have achieved throughout the school year. 
We hope you enjoy meeting them and their stories of 
accomplishments. 

I’m proud of our entire school community. When 
we think of children’s education, it really goes much 
further than just literacy and numeracy – although we 

continue to show tremendous growth in those areas. 
We know a well-rounded education includes developing 
a student’s creative and innovative spirit. We take great 
pride in our vibrant arts community, which encourages 
our students to take part in a variety of opportunities, 
such as our Divisional Art Show, school musicals and 
band performances. At all grade levels, opportunities 
to engage in experiences like these, and to become 
active participants in school life, all connect back to 
developing stronger literacy and numeracy skills. 

You’ll read about many of these opportunities in the 
following pages, as you see the names and faces of 
students who represent the thousands of children we 
are proud to have as part of the Seine River School 
Division. 

We hope these stories make you smile, and share in the 
pride we feel. Have a safe, relaxing summer. 
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Grade 5 to 8 students at École St. 
Norbert Immersion (ESNI) have 150 
reasons to celebrate Canada this 
year, and they are doing it while 
learning and sharing our country’s 
history. 

For the first time, the school is 
participating in Manitoba’s Red 
River Heritage Fair, which has a 
Canadian History theme this year 
for Canada’s 150th. Students 
showcased their projects in the 
gym for fellow students, parents 
and the community in April. About 
five projects from each class were 
chosen to be judged, and of those, 
eight winners moved on to the 
regional Heritage Fair in May. 

“I’m really excited. It feels like all my 
hard work has paid off,” Grade 7 
student Cooper said after his project 

How the First World War Changed 
Canada was chosen to advance to 
the regional fair. 

“Everyone talks about the Second 
World War but we don’t hear a lot 
about the First World War. I was 
already interested in it, but I learned 
a lot more,” Cooper says. “It’s good 
to learn about the history of your 
own country. It makes you feel good 
to be Canadian.” 

The projects have spanned several 
subject areas, such as social studies, 
math and French written and oral 
communication.

Grade 5/6 teacher Karen Smit, 
who coordinated the projects and 
displays, says the parents who 
visited “loved the diversity of topics 
and the pride for Canada that was 
on display.” 

A new club at La Barrière Crossings School (LBC) takes a 
two-wheeled approach to helping girls gain confidence 
and new skills. 

Last year, the school introduced a bicycle repair club 
for students, who attended workshops through the 
community-based WRENCH program. When WRENCH 
returned to LBC this year, Principal Jacquie Dion joined 
in, but noticed the club had only one girl. 

“I thought, ‘I bet girls would like to do this too, but 
they might be too intimidated because the guys were 
outnumbering the girls,’” Dion recalls. 

She put the word out in February and six girls in Grades 
5 to 8 signed up. They now meet once a week after 
school to use the tools to repair the bikes in the shop – 
a repurposed classroom – led by Dion.

“Usually when you look at a bike, you just see a bike. 
But now I like to look at all the different parts,” says 
Grade 8 club member Symara. 

Dion adds, “It’s been amazing. Some of them had 
difficulty holding the tools at the beginning, because 
they had never done that. I tell them, ‘I’m discovering 
too, I don’t know how to do all of this, let’s try it.’”

The girls’ skills have improved quickly, they have gained 

confidence, and they are cooperating and helping each 
other out, Dion says. 

“It’s really fun and there’s a lot to learn. It’s a great way 
for kids to just be themselves and not have to be shy,” 
adds Kendra, Grade 8. 

 Blessing, a Grade 5 student, is one of the girls at LBC 
gaining skills and self-confidence through bike repair. 

 Grade 6 ESNI student Sara’s project 
focused on the history of women’s 
voting rights in Canada. 

Girls can WRENCH too

Looking back on 150 years of Canada
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Counting on math   
The school division’s new Open-Ended Math Assessment 
for early and middle years is part of the Strong 
Beginnings program to measure students’ skills and 
conceptual understanding in various subjects each 
September.

The division’s Numeracy Committee created the 
assessment, which shows teachers how students think 
about math, says Matthew Nikkel, the division’s Grade 7 
to 12 Math Consultant. 

In small groups, the students respond to questions that 
are very open-ended, and “different from what you 
would typically see on a math test,” he says. 

For example, Grade 5 students might be asked to 
“Write down a 2-digit number and a 1-digit number 
(with digits greater that 1)” and then to show different 
ways to multiply the numbers.

“The students can explore their thinking in a variety 
of ways. There isn’t necessarily one right answer, or 
one way to get there. There will be questions that a 
struggling learner can do, and a really strong learner will 
still be challenged by,” Nikkel explains. 

“This gives the students a chance to really show what’s 
going on in their brains when they are trying to solve 
math problems,” he added. 

The assessment results so far have given teachers 
immediate, valuable information that helps them plan 
what to teach in the classroom for the year, and adapt 
their lessons to the students’ needs. 

Follow us!
We’re on Twitter! Follow us 
at @SeineRiverSD as we tweet 
about what’s going on in Seine 
River School Division schools and 
communities, and interesting 
education-related news from 
around the province and country. 

More math happenings
Five-Year Numeracy Plan 
The five-year plan to increase students’ 
numeracy skills across the division is wrapping 
up its second school year, and has proven 
successful so far. 

“Generally we have seen results improve across 
almost all areas in our divisional assessments 
and provincial assessments,” Nikkel reports. 

Math Assessment Tool 
The division is working on developing a basic 
math skills assessment specific to the Manitoba 
educational curriculum. Where the Strong 
Beginnings assessment focuses on students 
being able to communicate their thinking 
and show understanding, this assessment will 
evaluate number sense and numeracy skills – 
showing where students’ skill levels are and 
where they might be struggling or excelling. 
It will be piloted in some schools starting in 
September. 

Numeracy Committee
A group of teachers, support staff and 
administrators from every K to 8 school have 
been meeting every six weeks to focus on 
students’ “reading and writing” skills in math, 
as well as general math teaching for basic 
skills like adding, subtracting, multiplying, and 
dividing. 

“We’re really digging into what that looks 
like. It sounds so basic but there’s a lot there,” 
says NIkkel. “It’s good to build this community 
of collaboration and professional growth in 
numeracy instruction across the division.”

@SeineRiverSD
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Reading Recovery en français
At the beginning of the school year, 
Natalee, a Grade 1 student at École 
Lorette Immersion (ELI), had no 
interest in reading. Now she loves it 
and her reading is fantastic – thanks 
to the Reading Recovery program. 

“It’s just been a complete 180. It 
gives me such peace of mind to 
know she has help from someone 
invested in it,” says Natalee’s 
mother, Larissa. 

Natalee is one of four Grade 1 
students at ELI who spend time each 
day reading one-on-one with Liette 
Weir, one of SRSD’s three Reading 
Recovery coordinators. The program 
has been used in English classes 
in the division for several years to 
support students struggling with 
reading, and was introduced this 

school year for French Immersion 
at ELI as well as at École St. Norbert 
Immersion and École Ste. Anne 
Immersion.  

In each 30-minute session, Weir 
helps the students work on French 

letters and sounds, read a familiar 
book and discuss and write about 
the plot or everyday events. She 
then introduces a new book. 

“The lessons are designed around 
each child’s strengths and needs. 
We want them to feel they 
have succeeded, and to become 
independent problem solvers in 
reading and writing.”

Weir says she has seen great 
improvement in all of the students 
she works with since Reading 
Recovery was introduced at ELI.

“I just love seeing the children 
build their confidence and identify 
themselves as readers and writers. 
They can take the strategies they 
learn and use them within the 
classroom.” 

Indigenous perspectives have had a more significant 
place in the classroom this year than ever before. 

Extra effort has been made to ensure teachers are 
including Indigenous ideas, inviting Elders to the 
classroom and including the history of treaties in their 
lessons. 

Sandra Turcotte, the division’s new Social Studies/
Indigenous Education Consultant, has been working 
closely this year with five elementary/middle schools. 
The schools chosen have the highest population of 
students who self-identified as Indigenous. (When 
registering for school about 20 per cent of the students 
in the division say they are Indigenous.)

Turcotte has arranged classroom visits from Indigenous 
Elders and storytellers, activities for students, and 
workshops for teachers to help them incorporate 
Indigenous content into their planning. 

“Students will connect to their learning more directly 
and more positivity, and engage in it more actively, 
if they can see themselves in the learning – whether 
you’re bringing in perspectives of Indigenous learning, 
or of other cultures and other parts of the world,” 
Turcotte says. 

Students have responded especially well to visits from 
the Elders, who share stories about history including 
residential schools and treaties. 

“The Elders have the gift of knowledge. They are the 
key persons,” Turcotte says. 

 Reading Recovery Coordinator 
Liette Wier helps a Grade 1 student 
read in French at ELI. 

Indigenous education a priority

 Grade 4 students at SAE listen intently to an Indigenous 
elder’s stories. 

Grade 5 students at Ste. Anne Elementary 
(SAE) share what they have learned from 
their visits with Indigenous Elders: 

Indigenous people have different names for 
animals, and animals have spirits.  
– Wyatt 

The elders know what happened, and they 
know how to explain things more because they 
are closer to the culture and background.  
– Shania

We should actually care for our land because it 
was stolen from the Indigenous people.  
– Owen
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Forget band instruments – students 
at École St. Adolphe School are 
making music with their own 
bodies!

The students have been using a new 
technology called “Makey Makey” 
to program a giant keyboard they 
built from foam mats to “play” 
notes through a laptop computer 
when students standing on a mat 
give each other a high five. 

“It has generated a lot of interest, 
and even reluctant music students 
are getting more involved because 
of the Makey Makey. It’s fun, 
promotes teamwork and gives them 
a sense of pride, while still learning 
musically,” says music teacher Caleb 
Reimer.

“We’re learning rhythm, hand-
eye coordination, partnership, 
leadership and musical ideas,” says 
Grade 5 student Emina. 

Taking the stage 
People in many communities were treated to special performances 
this spring when all three of our high school presented musical theatre 
productions.

Ste. Anne Collegiate put on All Shook Up, a story set to the music of Elvis 
Presley, in March. In April, Collège Lorette Collegiate produced Grease and 
Collège St. Norbert Collegiate performed Sister Act. 

Besides acting and singing, students take on significant roles in producing 
each school’s show, creating and handling sets and props, doing hair and 
makeup, and costume design. 

“Being part of the musical involves some serious dedication but it is so 
worth it once performances are happening,” says Grade 10 SAC student 
Anita, who was the props manager for All Shook Up. 

 SAC students (from left) Jynelle, Michael, MariLynn, Corey, Tony, Logan and Danel 
perform a scene in the musical All Shook Up in March. 

 CLC students performed Grease in April. From left: Kamryn, Eddy, Nick, Nathan 
and Dylan.

Everything’s an instrument

 Grade 5 ESAS students Ryan (left) 
and Evan work together to make 
music with the Makey Makey.

Best 
beginnings  
for Band
Learning a new skill is always tough, 
no matter what your age. When 
it comes to learning a brand new 
band instrument, music teachers 
help make it easier for students. 

At the start of each new school 
year, Grade 6 or 7 students starting 
band for the first time participate in 
Strong Beginnings for Band. They 
are divided into groups by district, 
then by their chosen instrument – 
flute, clarinet, trumpet or trombone.

Each group of 40 to 50 students 
then spends a class together 
learning the basics with a music 
teacher who specializes in their own 
instrument. This is the first time the 
students pick up their instruments 
to play, giving them a good start 
and discouraging bad habits, while 
also “making it fun,” says Bev Betz, 
Collège St. Norbert Collegiate’s 
music teacher. 

“Learning a new instrument can 
be overwhelming and frustrating,” 
she says. “Starting them off this 
way creates a positive atmosphere 
and lets them realize they are not 
alone.”

Betz says she is grateful the division 
sees the value in the program, 
supporting it by giving the students 
and music teachers the time and 
resources to make it happen. 
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The history of Métis people in 
Manitoba came alive for a couple 
of hours at École St. Norbert 
Immersion this February.

Students and their families attended 
Métis Family Fun Night – a free, 
all-ages event – and explored the 
history and culture of the Métis 
people.

The school partnered with the 
Manitoba Métis Federation to set up 
10 Métis-themed centres including 
building traditional canoes, jigging, 
playing spoons, a trivia game and 
the chance to dress like a voyageur. 

“It was a fun learning experience, 
and it’s a very important part of 
Canada’s history,” says Sara, a 
Grade 6 student. “I liked trying 
on the Métis clothing and taking 
pictures with my family.” 

One family cooked up a huge beef 

stew, and the Behavioural Health 
Foundation prepared and donated 
bannock, for a meal that was served 
free to the 120 or so people who 
attended, says Grade 1 teacher 
Kathryn Reuter, one of the event 
organizers. Students, parents, 
siblings and teachers all learned and 
participated in a group jig at the 
end of the evening. 

One of the goals was to find 
authentic learning experiences for 
the students to engage in to get 
them enthusiastic about speaking 
French and see the language in 
context, Reuter explains. 

“We always want them to 
understand the value of the 
language and what a gift it is that 
they are learning French,” says 
Reuter. “Not everybody gets to go 
to Festival du Voyageur. This was 
accessible to everyone.” 

Exploring Metis heritage 

 Grade 4 ESNI students Liam (left) 
and Caleb pose in tradition garb at 
Métis Family Fun Night.

Emotional intelligence
Ask a Grade 1/2 student at École Ile des Chênes School 
(EIDC) how they’re feeling today, and they might say 
they are blue, green, yellow or red.

It’s all part of Zones of Regulation, a program 
implemented in January at a few schools to help 
students notice, understand and manage their feelings, 
and learn how their emotions affect their bodies and 
the people around them. 

The approach categorizes feelings into four colour-
coded zones. Every day the Grade 1/2 EIDC students 
mark how they are feeling on a paper thermometer 
they made. 

Resource teacher Josh Abraham, social worker Lise 
Turenne, occupational therapist Dianne Bulloch and 
guidance counsellor Kelly Manveiler are the multi-

disciplinary team that implemented the program and 
later trained teachers to carry it on.  

“At this age, the students’ brains are developing these 
skills,” says Bulloch. “In every colour zone, they feel 
something and have certain behaviours or actions as a 
result of these emotions. The key is to understand this 
and help them control their reactions.”

The team began their weekly visits with a mindfulness 
activity and calming techniques, then the students 
discussed how they were feeling and participated in 
various Zones of Regulation related activities, says 
Manveiler. 

“They have such a common vocabulary now, and they 
are more self-aware,” Manveiler says. 

For more information, visit 
www.zonesofregulation.com 

RED ZONE YELLOW ZONE GREEN ZONE BLUE ZONE

Extremely heightened 
state of alertness and 
intense emotions: elated 
or experiencing anger, 
rage, explosive behavior, 
devastation, or terror 

Heightened state of 
alertness and elevated 
emotions but with some 
control: experiencing 
stress, frustration, anxiety, 
excitement, silliness, the 
wiggles, or nervousness

(Optimal learning zone) 
A calm state of alertness: 
happy, focused, content, 
or ready to learn

Low states of alertness 
and down feelings: sad, 
tired, sick, or bored

The Zones of Regulation
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Yes they can! 
Two Seine River School Division students have been honoured for making great strides in overcoming the difficulties 
they face in life and excelling in school. Meet Ivy and Camrin, who were both honoured with “Yes I Can” Awards 
from the Manitoba Council for Exceptional Children (MCEC) in February. 

IVY PEDERSON 
Grade 8 at Arborgate School 
Yes I Can Award: School and 
Community Activities

In just three short years, Ivy 
Pederson has gone from being 
a shy girl to a confident, kind-
hearted leader. 

The Grade 8 student has been 
volunteering in Arborgate 
School’s library for more than 
three years, says Library Technician Annette Lyss, who 
nominated Ivy for her award.

Volunteering in the library has helped Ivy enhance her 
social skills, reading, sense of humour, academic skills 
and confidence in her own abilities.

Ivy has recently taken over the job of moving the middle 
years’ library carts to the classrooms at the end of 
each day and returning them in the morning, and has 
even recruited a small group of other students to help 
her with this task. The group has been affectionately 
dubbed “Ivy and her Beans” after the first chapter 
book series Ivy got into, called Ivy + Bean, which helped 
motivate her to keep reading.

 “I’m impressed by Ivy’s determination, her helpful 
attitude, and her turnaround in thinking, from feeling 
she couldn’t do anything to now believing she can do 
anything she puts her mind to,” says Lyss. “Ivy has 
become an inspiration to others in the school, and  
to me.”

CAMRIN PLACE 
Grade 10 at Ste. Anne 
Collegiate 
Yes I Can Award: Academics

Camrin Place can’t hear as 
well as her classmates, but she 
doesn’t let that stand in the way 
of her ability to achieve. 

With an academic average of 
90 per cent last year, Camrin 
continues to excel in Grade 
10. She is an exceptional, determined student and has 
learned to advocate for herself when she needs it, says 
Wendy Chase, the guidance counselor at Ste. Anne 
Collegiate who nominated Camrin.

This fall, Camrin prepared a presentation to her teachers 
to share what being deaf means, what it means to her 
and how teachers can support her. She also spoke on a 
student panel at the Supporting Students who are Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing Conference. 

“Camrin still faces daily challenges regarding her 
hearing disability, but she faces them with a consistently 
positive and accepting attitude,” Chase says. “She 
also has a huge heart and is the first to demonstrate 
empathy towards others.” 

Camrin wants to get more involved in the deaf culture 
and community, and plans to become an educator for 
students who are deaf and hard of hearing.

Creative Young  
Minds Awards 
Creative Young Minds awards bursaries are awarded 
to six hard-working, creative students in Grade 5 to 
11 who are good citizens and display a love of music, 
theatre, dance, visual arts and/or creative arts in their 
work and daily life at school. Each winner will attend 
the International Music Camp Summer School of Fine 
Arts at the International Peace Gardens. The awards 
are in memory of school trustee Sharon Marshall, who 
believed the Arts were essential to develop complete 
students and global citizens. 

Middle Years Divisional  
Award Recipients
Ward 1 Kaiden Comeault, Grade 8, ESNI

Ward 2 Elisabeth Fust, Grade 8, DTS

Ward 3 Veronica Spence Martel, Grade 8, ARB

High School Divisional  
Award Recipients
Ward 1 Isabella Sudeyko, Grade 10, CSNC

Ward 2 Amber Cottreau, Grade 11, CLC

Ward 3 Adayla Beckman, Grade 9, SAC
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United by art 
Students with a flair for art were in their element this 
winter, trying new techniques and letting their creativity 
flow. 

About eight students from each middle years school 
who have a passion for art were chosen to attend an 
Art Enrichment Day. The Grade 5 to 8 students each 
spent a day with the other students in their region, 
exploring new mediums and immersing themselves in 
their art. 

“Each day was very special – the students seemed to 
really appreciate the devotion to their favorite subject,” 
says Gabrielle Doll, SRSD’s Visual Arts Consultant, who 
ran the workshops between January and March. 

The students explored various mediums from pencils 
and charcoal to watercolour pencils and India ink. They 
were challenged by a number of exercises including 
drawing each other in 10-second stints, drawing with 
their opposite hand and blind contour drawing, where 
they drew people but didn’t look at their papers. 

“Being part of a whole day devoted to art gave the 
kids who are really into the art something substantial 
and important to wrap their heads around – that what 
they like to do, what they’re into, really matters,” Doll 
added. 

“They were able to connect with their peers from other 
schools who all have something in common: they are all 
artists who see the world through creative eyes.” 

Digging in deep 

Greek gods and goddesses. Ecosystems of animals. 
Quantum physics. Influential women in history. Bullying. 

These are just a few examples of topics Grade 7/8 
students at École Lorette Immersion are exploring in 
their term-long independent “Génie” (genius) project. 

Each term, students choose one topic they want to 
research, write and present to their classmates. They 
get one class period per school-day cycle to work on 
it. The rest of the time they work independently on 
the project, working on their French comprehension, 
writing and speaking skills, explains Grade 7/8 teacher 
Amita Khandpur. 

“It’s great to watch them get excited about something 
that interests them. It allows them to pique their own 
interests, build research skills, be hands on, explore 
and discover and also to manage their own time,” says 
Khandpur. 

At the end of each term, the students from all three 
Grade 7/8 classes present their projects in the gym, 
science-fair style, for the Grades 3 to 6 and fellow 7/8 
ELI students, as well as parents. 

“All of the students love it. It’s an adaptive project, so 
even the ones who struggle can succeed and feel they 
have accomplished something,” Khandpur adds.

“It allows everybody to learn, be more independent, be 
successful at their level and get a sense of pride at the 
end.” 

 Students from EIDC, ELI and DTS paint with primary colours 
during the Central Region Art Enrichment Day. 

 Grade 7 student Alistair shows fellow ELI students the 
Eiffel Tower model he built as part of his Génie project 
on Architecture.
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A good citizen
Hannah Secord is living proof that you’re never too 
young to make a difference in your community.

The Grade 3 student at La Salle School won Student 
Citizenship Awards from both Seine River School 
Division and the Manitoba School Board Association 
last year, after her Grade 2 teacher Amanda Pankratz 
nominated her. 

Hannah raised money for two organizations in honour 
of her older cousins, Ashley, who passed away suddenly 
in 2014, and Allyson, who had severe Cerebral Palsy 
and died in 2015. Hannah and her aunt made hot/
cold bean-bag bears out of some of Allyson’s clothing 
and sold them, donating $100 to the Cerebral Palsy 
Association and to Ronald McDonald House. 

“I often bring Hannah along when I volunteer in the 
community, and I can see that she has a lot of empathy 
and sympathy in her too. You can tell she’s going to do 
good things,” says Hannah’s mom, Morgan. 

Last year Hannah and Morgan created a Little Free 
Library in front of La Salle School – a small covered 
bookshelf that allows kids and parents to drop off or 
pick up books for free. They have since helped create 
Little Free Libraries in several nearby communities, 
including Oak Bluff, Domain and Sanford. 

Hannah says she enjoys helping people and was happy 
to receive the award last year. 

“It made me happy and proud. I felt good that I was 
helping somebody.” 

Student Citizenship Awards 
The SRSD trustees know that in every school, we have exceptional students who volunteer countless hours for the 
betterment of our communities. The SRSD Citizenship Award was established by our school board to recognize 
these students who have made important contributions to their school community. 

2017 SRSD Student Citizenship Awards Recipients
Early Years – Individual               Jesslyn Neumann, Grade 4, ELI

Middle Years – Individual           Angelina Snooks-Wilson, Grade 8, ARB

High School – Individual             Natalie Gobeil, Grade 12, CSNC, and Taylor-Ann Jaman, Grade 12, SAC

Middle Years – Team Brooklyn Johnstone, Michaela Okundaye & Kasey Wismer – ESNI

High School – Team                                  Gender and Sexuality Alliance – CLC

2017 MSBA Student Citizenship Award Nominees    
Individual Jesslyn Neumann, Grade 4, ELI

Team Gender and Sexuality Alliance – CLC 

 Hannah and her mom, Morgan, along with LSS principal 
Robert Bouchard, proudly introduce the Little Free Library 
in front of the school.   
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Students with various challenges 
were treated to a day of 
excitement in March to help with 
their fine and gross motor skills, 
build relationships and have fun. 

Seine River Athletic Association 
sponsored the division-wide 
Opportunities Day for students 
in Grades 1 to 4, which was 
organized and hosted at La Salle 
School (LSS). In all, 23 students 
from six schools attended, says 
Brian Loeppky, La Salle School’s 
physical education teacher. 

The students moved through 
stations in the gym, music room 
and science lab, participating 
in activities focused on various 
skill levels, including trampoline, 
baseball, basketball, can toss, arts and crafts, blocks, 
matching and a scavenger hunt. Participants got a 
sticker in their “passport” each time they attempted a 
station.

“This gave students the 
opportunity to meet students 
from other schools to help 
them increase social skills, 
and also to let them feel 
success in a comfortable and 
engaging environment,” says 
LSS Resource Teacher Nicole 
Lindblom.

Grade 7 students from LSS 
helped the younger students 
as they moved through the 
stations and around the 
school. 

“Our Grade 7s were very 
personable and engaged 
with every student. It was 
a positive experience for 
them as they got to interact 
with younger students from 

LSS and other schools. They helped them with being 
successful in each activity, and had to gauge when the 
activity may need an adaptation for each child to have 
success,” Lindblom says. 

An opportunity to succeed 

 Grade 7 LSS student Manpreet (left) helps Nathan, 
a Grade 2 DTS student, with the t-ball station at 
Opportunities Day.

Teachers at Parc La Salle School are planting a growing 
awareness in the students of where their food comes 
from.

The school’s classroom teachers and librarian Arlene 
McGrath are passionate about incorporating agriculture 
learning into the school through various field trips and 
visits from people who work in agriculture. 

In April, the school was one of the lucky few across 
North America to get a visit from Seed Survivor, a truck 
and trailer setup dubbed a “plant nutrient classroom on 
wheels” that teaches children about seeds, plants and 
the importance of agriculture through multi-media and 
virtual reality games, a sunflower seed planting station, 
talking walls and more.

“We try to bring some kind of agricultural conversation 

into the school every year. We have a diverse student 
body – some live in a country setting, some live in an 
urban setting and some have come from other parts 
of the world. So we like to combine these worlds and 
show them they’re not that far apart, and to help 
them build respect for their environment and their 
surroundings,” says McGrath. 

Teachers incorporated literacy, math and science lessons 
into the Seed Survivor visit, McGrath adds. 

“The presentation was amazing! It was very interactive 
and kept all the children engaged. They all went home 
with little pots of future sunflowers they had planted. 
The excitement and hope on their faces and in their 
voices was priceless.” 

 The Seed Survivor “classroom on wheels” visited PLS in 
April to help students learn about plants. 

 Colten, Grade 3/4, checks out an activity inside the Seed 
Survivor truck at PLS. 

From farm to school
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Partners in learning 

Students from schools just 18 kilometres apart have 
become modern-day pen pals.

Two Grade 1/2 classes at Richer School (RCH) teamed 
up with two Grade 1 classes at Arborgate School (ARB) 
this winter to work on joint projects on local wildlife. 
Teachers planned the lessons together to teach students 
how to research and categorize information. Each class 
did a group project – RCH on the red fox and ARB on 
raccoons. Students then chose a new animal of their 
own to research and made dioramas to represent 
their knowledge about the animal’s habitat, diet and 
offspring.

Over three months, each student was matched with 
a “buddy” from the other school. The buddies shared 
information about the animals they studied, sending 
each other letters and postcards, and video-chatting 
over Skype. In March, the buddies met in person to 
share what they had learned. 

“The students were very excited to meet their pen 
pals in person. They spent the day getting to know 
each other, going on a scavenger hunt, making animal 
masks, playing animal games and presenting their 
animal’s diorama to each other,” says Lesa Chapman, 
Grade 1 teacher at Richer School. 

The meaning of Canada
And... ACTION! Students 
in Alana Klopik’s Grade 
3/4 class at Parc La Salle 
School each got 30 
seconds of fame when 
Historica Canada visited 
in March to film their 
takes on “What Canada 
Means to Me”. It was all 
for Here’s My Canada, 
a new video collection 
and contest in honour of 
Canada’s 150th 

Therapy by horse 
Interacting with long-faced furry friends is helping a 
group of Seine River School Division students. 

For five years, the division has worked with Urban 
Stable, an equine therapy program designed to 
empower youth to engage with their education, their 
peers and themselves.

This year, five students from Grades 5 to 7 at La Barrière 
Crossings School (LBC), La Salle School (LSS) and École 
St. Norbert Immersion (ESNI) spent one morning a week 
in the fall and spring at Urban Stable, where they rode, 
cared for and bonded with the horses. 

The program is intended to offer physical, educational, 
behavioural, psychological and social benefits to 
students.

“It helps them learn skills to deal with life’s challenges,” 
explains Debra Mitosinka, Guidance Counsellor and 
Grade 7/8 teacher at LBC. “Students learn about 
themselves, their own behaviours and feelings and 
to how it affects their horse. They learn boundaries, 
leadership, relationship building, communication 
and trust, while building confidence and skills in 
compromise and negotiation.” 

The Urban Stable staff is compassionate and keeps the 
well-being of both the riders and horses in mind at all 
times, Mitosinka adds. 

“I am so impressed with their ability to build confidence 
and assist students with controlling impulsive 
behaviours,” she says. 

In February, students who participated in the program 
in the past attended a party at Government House in 
Winnipeg to celebrate Urban Stable’s 15th anniversary. 

 Joshua and Natalie, Grade 1 at ARB, show their dioramas 
to their Grade 2 RCH “buddies’ Boston and Shelby. 

 Grade 4 PLS student Mabel 
shares her thoughts about 
what Canada means to her 
for her video. 

 Mason, in Grade 5 at LBC, bonds with a horse at Urban 
Stable.
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Students and staff are inspired to talk more openly 
about mental health after the school division’s first 
Positive Mental Health Day. 

Each middle and senior years school chose five Grade 
5 to 11 students and one staff member to attend the 
April event.

Over 80 participants gathered at Lorette Parish 
Hall for the day, cycling through three sessions on 
positive mental health, mental illness and neurological 
information. They brainstormed on what a “Positive 
Mental Health Wall” could look like, explains Nicole 
Lindblom, Resource Teacher at La Salle School.

“Some ideas were using bricks as they provide a strong 
foundation, which is needed for positive mental health. 
Another great idea was a checkerboard because of the 
two colours that contrast mental illness and positive 
mental health,” Lindblom says.

“The plan is for each school to begin to generate ideas 
and create a Positive Mental Health Wall visible to 
everyone who visits their school.”

Each school received a Positive Mental Health toolkit 
that included pamphlets students and staff can refer 
to when they need support or reminders on how to 
deal with anxiety or depression. The students were 
encouraged to share the tools with their classmates 
back at their school. 

“Everyone left the day feeling invigorated and anxious 
to get back to school and put all the information they 
gathered into action,” Lindblom says. 

The high school basketball season wrapped up with 
tons of smiles and a lot of pride for Seine River School 
Division players. 

A number of teams from Collège St. Norbert Collegiate 
(CSNC), Collège Lorette Collegiate (CLC) and Ste. Anne 
Collegiate (SAC) advanced to regional or provincial 
championship games in March, placing at various levels. 

The Varsity Girls team from CSNC, for example, were 
excited to make it to Provincials for the first time in a 
few seasons, after winning their zone championship, 
says coach Raffaele Borelli. 

“Provincials was a lot of fun. The girls played as hard as 
they could, and winning two out of three games against 
the best in the province verified that they belonged 
there,” he says. 

 LSS Students (from left) Teagan and Sam, Grade 6, and 
Alyssa, Grade 7, design bricks to create a “Positive Mental 
Health wall”. 

 CSNC’s Varsity Girls team won their AAA Zone 
championship and advanced to Provincials.

 SAC’s Junior Varsity Boys team were also AAA Zone champs, 
heading to Provincials where they placed 4th overall. 

 Grade 12 student Brayden helped CLC’s Varsity Boys team 
become AAA Zone champs, then place 4th at Provincials.

Nothing but net  

Healthy minds
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Science on the move
A Collège St. Norbert Collegiate science teacher got 
his students out from behind their desks and warm 
classrooms this winter to make book learning real.

Arctic Science Day 
Teacher Roby Yeung’s Grade 11 students donned 
full winter gear and headed to the outdoor Arctic 
Science Day at Fort Whyte Alive in March. They spent 
the day with Arctic scientists who showed them how 
they research the North, and gave students hands-on 
opportunities. Students collected water samples to 
test the oxygen conductivity and pH level of the lake 
to investigate the health of the lake, examined the 
differences between lake ice and sea ice, and learned 
about the role of algae in the lives of arctic wildlife. 

“The students had a tremendous time meeting real 
scientists and seeing the dedication and perseverance 
required in the scientific field. Science is not simply the 
memorization and regurgitation of facts and figures like 
students might believe, but the questioning, designing 
and testing of our natural world,” says Yeung, who 
teaches science, chemistry and biology.

BIOlab experiences
At the Youth BIOlab Jeunesse in St. Boniface, students 
can observe and participate in real biomedical science 
in a world-class research centre. This year, Yeung took 
Grade 11 and 12 biology classes there to explore 
subjects including DNA analysis and cardiovascular 
research.

“It’s a good experience to see how things really work, 
and how people who work in the field practice it,” says 
Caleb, a Grade 11 student who went on the lab visit 
when students helped isolate a heart valve. 

“It’s very inspirational to know all these people are 
working so hard to find new things and help other 
people, and to see how they are so passionate about 
everything they do,” Caleb adds. 

The music’s in them
Students at La Salle School have music running through 
their veins. 

The school has a very active group of young singers who 
participate in early and middle years choirs. This year, 
besides the usual school concerts and assemblies, the 
Grade 1-4 choir participated in ChoralFest. The Grade 
5-8 choir also performed at EastMan Choral Day and at 
the Manitoba Legislative Building, sang O Canada at a 

Manitoba Moose game at the MTS Centre in December 
and joined the Seine River School Division’s Divisional 
Choir to perform with the Winnipeg Symphony 
Orchestra in March.

Performing outside the school helps motivate the 
students and develop their love of music, says music 
teacher Andrea Kuhl. 

“It’s so exciting for them to perform in new places in 
bigger venues, and gives them a chance to share their 
love of music,” Kuhl says. 

 Grade 11 CSNC student Logan uses a $10,000 sea ice core 
collector on Arctic Science Day. 

 The LSS Grade 5-8 Choir hangs out with mascot Mick E. Moose before singing at a Manitoba Moose game.
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Students at Arborgate School are taking a greater hand 
in running their school. 

Arborgate Student Leadership kicked off this spring 
with 25 Grade 5 to 8 students who applied to become 
leaders while embracing social responsibility. 

Having experienced success with a similar Leadership 
program at another school, Principal Sandra Meilleur – 
along with Grade 8 teacher Paul Grosskopf, who has 
added in some of his own insights with support from a 
few teachers – started the program. 

“Usually only a select few students are the office 
helpers, patrols, library helpers, lunch monitors, gym 
helpers and Breakfast for Learning servers. Eventually 
all that will be managed by the leadership program,” 
explains Grosskopf. 

The students also take part in activities focused on 
the program’s five pillars of leadership – reflection, 
communication, teamwork, problem solving and 
building relationships – and have been planning 
activities for next year. 

“We’re learning about teamwork, how to communicate 
with each other, how to be kind to each other and to 
work with each other with an open mind,” says Simon, 
a Grade 6 Leadership member.

“We want to enhance engagement throughout the 
school, and for the students to feel like this is a place 
where they can belong and contribute,” Grosskopf says. 

“In a few years, the hope is that this Leadership group 
will be running the school.” 

 Meadow leads a blindfolded Amieka (both in Grade 7 
at ARB) through a maze of equipment in a Leadership 
training activity.

Where leaders are made

Administrative News  
Seine River School Division is pleased to announce the following for the upcoming 2017-2018 school year:

Elizabeth Hammond New Principal at École Ile des Chênes School

Teresa Hampton Interim Principal at Parc La Salle School

Randy Engel New Principal at Dawson Trail School 

Francine Lepage-Lemoine New Coordinator of French Immersion Programming 

François Remillard Interim Principal at École St. Norbert Immersion

Raffaele Borelli Interim Vice-Principal at Collège St. Norbert Collegiate

Jayson Abraham New Vice-Principal/Reading Recovery Teacher at La Salle School 

Evi Klostermaier New Vice-Principal/Reading Recovery Teacher at Dawson Trail School 

Nichole Borkowsky New Vice Principal at Arborgate School

Derek Marvin New Vice Principal/Instructional Coach at Dawson Trail School

2016 – 2017 Retirements
Congratulations to our SRSD retirees!   

Pam Rudy Principal Dawson Trail School

Ruth Obirek Secretary Dawson Trail School

Denis Marinelli Teacher Collège St. Norbert Collegiate

Jeannette Perrin Custodian Richer School

Jeff Barron Teacher La Barrière Crossings School

Richard Brault Bus Driver Transportation Dept.

Lynette Dueck Educational Assistant Arborgate School

Tannis Ward Teacher Arborgate School

Lisa Yagi Teacher Parc La Salle
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Seine River School Division
475-A Senez Street 
Lorette, MB  R0A 0Y0

Phone: 204-878-4713     
Fax: 204-878-4717

www.srsd.mb.ca

K-8E La Salle School (LSS)                                 
43 Beaudry St., La Salle, MB  R0G 0A1

P: Robert Bouchard
VP: Evi Klostermaier

P: 204-736-4366
F: 204-736-2709
E: lss@srsd.ca

K-4E Parc La Salle School (PLS)
190 Houde Drive, St. Norbert, MB  R3V 1C5

P: Elizabeth Hammond P: 204-269-1503
F: 204-261-4626
E: pls@srsd.ca

5-8E La Barrière Crossings School (LBC)
245 LeMaire Street, St. Norbert, MB  R3V 1M2

P: Jacqueline Dion P: 204-275-5048
F: 204-275-6299
E: lbc@srsd.ca

GR 9-12I
GR 9-12E

Collège St. Norbert Collegiate (CSNC)
870 Ste. Thérèse Ave., Winnipeg, MB  R3V 1H8

P: Chris Szun
VP: François Remillard

P: 204-269-4920
F: 204-269-9969
E: csnc@srsd.ca

K-8I École St. Norbert Immersion (ESNI)
900 Ste. Thérèse Ave., Winnipeg, MB  R3V 1H8

P: Francine Lepage-Lemoine
 

P: 204-261-4430
F: 204-269-0925
E: sni@srsd.ca

K-8I
K-8E

École St. Adolphe School (ESAS)                
444 La Seine Street, St. Adolphe, MB  R5A 1C2

P: Laird Laluk P: 204-883-2182
F: 204-883-2612
E: sas@srsd.ca

K-8I
K-8E

École Ile des Chênes School (EIDC)           
Box 520, 455 d’Auteuil, Ile des Chênes, MB  R0A 0T0

P: Marie Josée Morneau  
 (Interim)

P: 204-878-2898
F: 204-878-3491
E: idc@srsd.ca

GR 9-12I
GR 9-12E

Collège Lorette Collegiate (CLC)                  
1082 Dawson Road, Lorette, MB  R0A 0Y0

P: Teresa Yestrau
VP: Ron Verrier

P: 204-878-2887
F: 204-878-3582
E: clc@srsd.ca

K-8E Dawson Trail School (DTS)                          
Box 70, 425 Senez Street, Lorette, MB  R0A 0Y0

P: Pam Rudy
VP: Jayson Abraham and 
 Derek Marvin (Interim)

P: 204-878-2929
F: 204-878-3576
E: dts@srsd.ca

K-8I École Lorette Immersion (ELI)                     
475 Senez Street, Lorette, MB  R0A 0Y0

P: Mireille Bazin-Berryman
VP: Louise Hingley

P: 204-878-4233
F: 204-878-4237
E: eli@srsd.ca

GR 9-12E Ste. Anne Collegiate (SAC)                          
197 St.Alphonse Avenue, Ste. Anne, MB  R5H 1G3

P: Yvan St.Vincent
VP: Jeff Enns

P: 204-422-5417
F: 204-422-5614
E: sac@srsd.ca

K-8E Ste. Anne Elementary School (SAE)           
177 St.Alphonse Avenue, Ste. Anne, MB  R5H 1G3

P: Yvan St. Vincent
VP: Amanda Mykytyn

P: 204-422-8776
F: 204-422-8262
E: sae@srsd.ca

K-8I École Ste. Anne Immersion (ESAI)              
167 St.Alphonse Avenue, Ste. Anne, MB  R5H 1G3

P: Carole Hébert P: 204-422-8762
F: 204-422-8498
E: sai@srsd.ca

K-8E Richer School (RCH)                                    
Box 9, Dawson Road, Richer, MB  R0E 1S0

P: Karen Thiessen P: 204-422-5490
F: 204-422-8625
E: rch@srsd.ca

K-8E Arborgate School (ARB)                              
71 Normandeau Bay, Box 40
La Broquerie, MB  R0A 0W0

P: Sandra Meilleur 
VP:  Randy Engel and  
 Nichole Borkowsky

P: 204-424-5607
F: 204-424-5206
E: arb@srsd.ca

Ste. Anne Adult Learning Centre      
Box 1113, 34 Centrale Ave., Ste. Anne, MB  R5H 1C1

Fiorella LaVergne
(Director/Teacher)

P: 204-422-5627
F: 204-422-5633
E: steannealc@srsd.ca


